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INITIATIVE MEASURE TO BE SUBMITTED DIRECTLY TO THE ELECTORS
The Attorney General has prepared a title and summary of the chief purposes and points of the proposed measure, as follows:

•

WATER. Initiative Constitutional Amendment. Amends Article XIV, Section 3, of Constitution.
Declares that water from state water development projects shall not be furnished to irrigate more than
160 acres held by one person, unless owner agrees to sell land in excess of 160 acres within 10 years to
non-excess land holder at not more than the actual land value. Prohibits irrigation and other water distribution districts from furnishing water from such projects to excess land until such condition is met
and authorizes execution of contracts for this purpose with state or federal agencies.

STATE OF CALIFORNIA,
ss.

COUNTY (or City and County) of ........................ ..
To the Honorable Secretary of State of the State of California:

We, the undersigned, registered, qualified electors of the State of California, residents oL__.... _"._,_,_"'_ _ _ __
County (or City and County), present to the Secretary of State this petition and hereby propose an amendment to the
Constitution of the State of California amending Section 3 of Article XIV thereof, hereinafter set forth in full, the
amended provisions hereinafter set forth and stricken out, the new provisions hereinafter set forth and italicized, and petition
that the same be submitted to the electors of the State of California for their adoption or rejection, at the next succeeding
general election or as provided by law. The proposed constitutional amendment reads as follows:
ARTICLE XIV
Section 3. (a) It is hereby declared that because of the conditions prevailing in this State the general welfare requires that the water resources of the State be put to beneficial use to the fullest extent of which they are capable, and
that the waste or unreasonable use or .unreasonable method of use of water be prevented, and that the conservation of such
waters is to be exercised with a view to the reasonable and beneficial use thereof in the interest of the people and for the
public welfare. The right to water or to the use or flow of water in or from any natural stream or water course in this State
is and shall be limited to such water as shall be reasonably required for the beneficial use to be served, and such right does
not and shall not extend to the waste or unreasonable use or unreasonable method of use or unreasonable method of diversion
of water. Riparian rights in a stream or water course attach to, but to no more than so much of the flow thereof as may be
required or used consistently with this section, for the purposes for which such lands are, or may be made adaptable, in view
of such reasonable and beneficial uses; provided, however, that nothing herein contained shall be construed as depriving
any riparian owner of the reasonable use of water of the stream to which his land is riparian under reasonable methods of
diversion and use, or of depriving any appropriator of water to which he is lawfully entitled. This
.
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(b) It is further declared that because of conditions prevailing in the State, the general welfare requires that assurances be given
to the people that the benefits of water development projects undertaken by the State, either directly or in cooperation with other governmental agencies of the State and nation, shall be distributed as widely as possible among the people in the service area of such
projects and the people generally, and that the monopolization of such benefits by private interests shall be prevented. Pursuant to
this declaration, the following protection is deemed necessary and essential: No water or service made available from any water
development project undertaken by the State, either directly or in cooperation with other governmental agencies of the State and nation,
shall be furnished to any irrigable lands in excess of one hundred and sixty (160) acres held in the beneficial ownership of anyone
person, whether natural, corporate, or otherwise, unless the owner thereof shall have executed a valid recordable contract agreeing
to sell, within a period of ten (10) years after the date of the execution of said recordable contract, such lands in excess of one hundred
and sixty (160) acres to persons who can take title as non-excess land holders, and at a price not to exceed that determined by an
appraisal made on the basis of the actual bona fide value of such lands at the date of the appraisal without reference to the construction
of the State water development project or the water or service made available from such project, and agreeing further that if
said excess land is not so disposed of within said period of ten (10) years the State shall have the power to dispose of said lands subject
to the same conditions hereinabove stated. An irrigation district or districts and other water distribution districts that are organized
under State law shall have the authority, by contract or other agreement with the State or other governmental agency, including the
Federal government, to refuse to furnish water or service, and is hereby expressly prohibited from furnishing water or service from
water development projects undertaken by the State, either directly or in cooperation with other governmental agencies of the State
and nation, to any excess land holder within the boundaries of said district other than for his non-excess lands until such excess
land holder meets the conditions precedent herein stated.
(c) The provisions of this section shall be self-executing, and the Legislature may also enact laws in the furtherance of the
policy in this section contained.
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